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In April 2012 part of an old map presumably drawn in the Edo
Period was brought to the Omi Multicultural Institute at Seian
University of Art and Design. This map, titled “Goshu no Zu"
(Map of Goshu), had certain characteristics that set it apart from
the usual thematic maps of its time, such as detailed explanations
pasted directly on the map, as well as several postscripts and
corrections. In this paper I would like to shed light on who drew
the map, approximately when it was drawn, and what the purpose

Reading an Old Map of Omi, °

of the map was.
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. Asking the origin of Rikkazu-Ema of Umamioka-
(votive wooden plaques decorated with

offerings to the deities of shrines) at Umamioka-Watamuki Shrine
in Hinocho, Shiga Prefecture, that are decorated with “rikkazu”,
or paintings of ikebana. Ema decorated with “rikkazu” are rarely
seen today and these are valuable pieces of folk art. Here I will
discuss the origin of the “rikkazu” at Watamuki Shrine and the
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Rikkazu-Ema

Watamuki Shrine

There are two ‘ema”
contents of the paintings.
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