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Title:

The Present and Future of Omi Festivals

-Research Proposals from the Shiga Cultural and Economic Forum-

The theme of the research proposals put forward by the 2025 Shiga Cultural and Economic
Forum was to examine the current state and future of traditional festivals and folk events

handed down in Omi. The author, who serves as the forum's organizer, was in charge of the

Summary:

research, and with the cooperation of the Shiga Prefecture Cultural Properties Protection
Division and folklore experts in each city and town, a questionnaire survey was conducted

within the prefecture. Based on the results of the survey, the recommendations of the 2025

Shiga Cultural and Economic Forum are reported in this magazine along with the survey results.
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Title:

Omi's “Futokoro”: Part Nine

Summary:

Using a survey of an area in Shiga called Shukubamachi, I will examine “techniques” and their

“spirit” in order to answer the questions: “Why have these particular techniques been preserved

and passed down?” and “What special value were they perceived to encompass?” I will also look

at why these examples are so limited.
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occupational communities

(

introduced in Omi Studies vol.16, documented dialogues among three artisans working with

Omi Studies Radio Keyword Map Project: From Trade Guilds to Contemporary
This paper reports on the Omi Studies Radio Project and its outcome, the “Keyword Map”,
conducted at the Omi Multicultural Institute affiliated with Seian University of Art and
fire, water, and wood. The Keyword Map served as a medium bridging research, exhibition,
and education, enabling the practitioners to organize their tacit knowledge and experiences,
while also receiving candid feedback from participants at the public lecture. This interaction
deepened discussion and generated new insights, demonstrating a methodological approach
to contemporary community studies in connection with the historical notions of za (trade
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