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Title:

The Ascetic Group of Shirao-cho in Omihachiman City - The Current Status and

Future of Traditional Events Living on in the Region -

In Shirao-cho, Omihachiman City, Shiga Prefecture, there is a traditional k¢ (religious, economic,

Summary:

or social group) called “Gyoja-ko (group of ascetic devotees)” that has been passed down in this

area. It is known for an extremely rare event held on January 6" early in the new year when
cold winds blow harshly, in which young people who came forward that year repeatedly cover

their heads with water and walk shirtless through the village to purify themselves. We will hear
from people living in the area about the current status and future of the event, and consider the

role that the local community plays.
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