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Title :
Sugaura: A Visit to a Village Where Life is Closely Interwoven
with Lake Biwa

Summary :

Lake Biwa encompasses one sixth of the area of Shiga Prefecture and
has played a vital part in the lives of people of Shiga since ancient times.
Lake Biwa is well known as an important tourism resource. However,
the people who live by the lake and depend on it for their livelihoods are
given little mention. Okubiwako, the northernmost area of Lake Biwa, is
a breathtakingly beautiful area, with a very long, very rich culture but
public transportation to the area is limited and access is inconvenient,
making it even more remote. In this paper I will present a survey of
Sugaura, a village in Okubiwako. This village, which was mentioned
in poems of Man'yoshu centuries ago, has its own unique customs and
culture that have been preserved to the present. In this survey I exam-
ine the lifestyle of the people of Sugaura, whose existence is intricately
interwoven with Lake Biwa, examining the period of the recent past to
the present day.
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